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ONE REPEAT, ONE FIRST-TIME 

CHAMPION AT 2025 FITGER’S 5K 
Behling, Gilbertson Take Different Paths to Winning Fitger’s 5K 

 

(DULUTH, MINN.) --- Scott Behling is no stranger to crossing the finish line first at the 
Fitger’s 5K, but none of his previous six titles were closer than what ended as his 
seventh career win on Saturday morning. 
 
“Matt [Braithwaite] and I have had good battles, and he’s beaten me the last couple 
times out,” Behling said. “I was just glad I had a kick today, because I needed it.” 
 
The time proves Behling’s point – he finished in 15:25, which was the second-best time 
of his seven career titles. The 35-year-old from Duluth edged Braithwaite by two 
seconds, making it the closest margin of victory of any of Behling’s seven wins. 
 
Mark Laughlin and Evan Walpole were also within a minute of the lead in the men’s 
race. 
 
Calla Gilbertson, meanwhile, was participating in her 10th career Fitger’s 5K but had 
not been first across the line until Saturday. 
 
“It’s one of my favorite 5Ks, so I love doing it,” the newly crowned women’s champion 
said. “I’ve never won a race where they had the tape at the end, so that was quite the 
thrill.” 
 
The 34-year-old Gilbertson, who works at Minnesota Power and is part of the 
company’s running group, earned her first career win with a time of 21:10, which was a 
comfortable 47 seconds ahead of runner-up Anne Hyopponen. 
 
Armella Lane was the lone participant in the non-binary division and won the race with 
a time of 42:15. 
 
There were 946 total finishers on Saturday morning, including participants in both the 
5K run and walk divisions. 
 



For any questions or interview requests, please contact Marketing & Public Relations 
Director Zach Schneider via phone at (218) 343-9874 or via email at 
zach@grandmasmarathon.com. 
 

### 
 
YOUNG ATHLETES FOUNDATION 
The mission of the Young Athletes Foundation (YAF) is to assist in the promotion, development, and growth of youth athletics and 
activities that encourage physical fitness, mental, and emotional well-being. 
 
Since its inception in 1990, the YAF has contributed more than $1.8 million of community support through our grant program, running 
shoe program, and both the Eleanor Rynda and Steve & Carolyn Mather scholarships. The organization also hosts several kids’ events 
throughout the year including our Wednesday Night & Saturday Morning at the Races series. 

The YAF’s mission is helped and funded by various road races throughout the year --- KP Challenge, Saint Fennessy 4K, Fitger’s 5K, 
Park Point 5-Miler, Minnesota Mile, and Superior Nightmare 5K.  
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